Searching PAJ 



1/1 ^—iy 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(1 DPublication number : 2000-347826 
(43)Date of publication of application : 15.12.2000 



(SDlntCL 



G06F 3/12 
B41J 29/38 
G03G 21/00 
G06F 13/00 
H04N 1/00 



(21) Application number : 11-154367 

(22) Date of filing : 01 .06.1 999 



(71) Applicant : RICOH CO LTD 

(72) Inventor : SAITO HIROHISA 

SASAKI KATSUHIKO 
UNO TAKAHIKO 



(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE NETWORK AND ITS CONNECTING OPERATION METHOD 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the image forming device 
network which makes initially set values effective even on other image 
forming device once the initially set values are set on one arbitrary 
image forming device when the image forming devices are connected to 
a network and connection printing is carried out. 

SOLUTION: The digital image forming devices 81 to 88 are connected to 
the network 80 and a user is able to specify an arbitrary image forming 
device among those image forming devices as a master or slave device. 
When the user specifies the image forming device 81 as a master 
machine, selected image forming devices 82 and 83 on the master 
machine 81, and sets a connection, the devices 82 and 83 serve as slave 
machines. Image data read on the master machine 81 and the initially set 
values of a printing function set on the master machine 81 are sent to 
the slave machines 82 and 82 through the network and print output can 
be carried out on the slave machines 82 and 83 according to the image 
data and initially set values. An image forming device can be used alone 
without being connected to other image forming devices. 
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